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BXTEACTS FEOM THE DIAEY OF DANIEL FISHEE, 

1755. 

CONTRIBUTED BY MBS. CONWAY ROBINSON HOWARD, RICHMOND, VA. 

[The following extracts are from a journal which was found among 
the papers of my great-grandfather, Mr. George Fisher, of Richmond, 
Virginia. He was one of the prominent men of the city for many 
years, and had married Miss Betsey Ambler, a daughter of Mr. Jaquelin 
Ambler and Rebecca Burwell, " the beautiful Belinda" to whom Thomas 
Jefferson wrote poems and also acrostics in Greek. This journal was 
kept by Daniel Fisher between the years 1750 and 1755. He had come 
first to this country in 1720, but did not remain, and returned to Lon- 
don. In 1750 he returned, bringing his family and establishing himself 
first at Williamsburg, then the capital of the Colony, and afterwards at 
York. 

Mr. Fisher made the trip from Williamsburg to Philadelphia on 
horseback, finding, according to his own account, every man's hand 
against him on the way. He went at the suggestion of the Honorable 
Mr. Nelson, then an influential man in the Virginia colony. I have 
only copied the account of his stay in Philadelphia of eleven weeks, 
and have virtually made no changes whatever in style or spelling. 
— C. R. H.] 

I arrived at Philadelphia in the afternoon of May 22, 
1755, the 10th day on horse back from Williamsburg, Va. 
I put up at the " Indian King," in the Market Street, kept 
by one Mr. John Biddle, a very civil courteous Quaker. 
This person and his wife, not one jot behind him in rational 
benevolence, or what may be very properly esteemed true 
politeness, confirmed in me the favorable opinion I had long 
entertained of their peaceable, inoffensive Society. For 
tho' this house is one of the greatest business in its way in 
the whole city, yet everything is transacted with the utmost 
regularity and decorum. There is a regular ordinary every 
Day, of the very best provisions and well dressed, at 12d a 
head, that is eight pence sterling, the best of liquors pro- 
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portionately moderate ; and the best use taken of horses. 
Yet there is one, old custom attends this house, which tho' 
agreeable to me, may not perhaps be so to all People. For 
whom remains here after Eleven of the Clock in the Even- 
ing is very civilly acquainted with the time by a servant, 
and that after that hour, it is the invariable custom of the 
House to serve no more lijjuor that night to any Body, and 
this Custom I am told never is infringed. And this I think 
is a true specimen of what every House of entertainment 
should be. 

Having been ten days at this house, my courteous host 
placing himself in a Chair by me, desired I would walk into 
the next room and drink a dish of Tea with his wife. "At 
first," says he, " thou appearest to us a Stranger, and what 
is very agreeable to us, a Sober one, for which reason we 
are apprehensive it may not be so pleasing to thee to con- 
tinue in a Publick House, so hurried as ours sometimes is, 
tho' we do believe ours is not the worst of the sort. If it 
is so, pray be free, and let us know, for my wife in that 
case, will very easily inquire out a private lodging for thee 
in some reputable, sober family, in the neighborhood ; thee 
will be pleased to take notice, the desire of making things 
most easy and agreeable to thee, is the occasion of this 
motion ; and if thee should like best to continue still with 
us or to dine only at the ordinary, then thee will be welcome ; 
but before thee determinest, thee will consider thereupon." 

I immediately replyed the thing required no considera- 
tion ; for tho' his was the most agreeable Public House I 
had ever lived in, a private one, such as he proposed, would 
be more to my satisfaction ; that I had myself, tho' without 
effect, made such enquiry, but should be now thankful if 
Mrs. Biddle would take the trouble upon her, which she 
Cheerfully accepted, recommending only to a very worthy 
family. 

As my stay in Philadelphia was eleven weeks and my 
observation of what passed at the time somewhat particular, 
it was once my intention to have made them public as they 
would in my humble apprehension have tended towards a 
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manifestation of the Quakers' integrity while they were a 
part of the Legislature, and hy a recapitulation of a number 
of clear and incontrovertible Facts, have also exploded the 
Malicious, Calumnious falsehoods and absurdities Contained 
in two invidious Pamphlets, entituled " A Brief State," and 
"A Brief View of Pennsylvania," published in the years 
1755 and 1756, but I shall suspend this design for the present, 
as I am given to hope this task will be more effectually 
executed ere long, by a far nobler hand. 

Friday May 23, about 8 in the morning I walked down to 
Mr. Allin's, 1 who was not yet arrived from his Country House 
about eight miles out of Town, where, it seems he generally 
is all the Summer time. I called again at 10, when I met 
with and delivered him my letter from the Honble. "W. 
Nelson, which when he had looked over he turned to me 
and said, he had a very great regard for the Gentleman who 
wrote that Letter, but did not perceive he had it in his 
power to do anything for me ; as to the Sugar Works and 
Distillery they were now in other hands, and he had little or 
no Interest in them, or indeed in anything else. He advised 
me to look about myself, and if I found any one inclined to 
employ me in any shape, on my applying to him, he would 
inform them of the character Mr. Kelson had given me. 
This I own, was a reception I was not prepared for ; yet 
mortified and confounded as I was I begged he would reflect, 
I was an utter Stranger in the place, to which I observed, 
he was Sensible. I had traveled merely at the instance and 
advice of the Honble. Mr. Nelson. That I was now so 
destitute of acquaintance, that I did not know where nor 
to whom to apply for a private Lodging, for want of which 
advantage, I shall be obliged, both horse and self, at a large 
expense, to continue at a Public Inn. 

But this instead of exciting in him any feeling of my 
distress or anxiety, only increased his impatience to get rid 
of me, keeping me standing, and moving divers times 
towards the Door, as if he apprehended, that I did not 

1 Chief-Justice William Allen. 
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know the way. However, at the third or fourth motion, I 
took the hint, walking out of the Room into the Passage, 
he very civilly keeping me company to the Street Door ; but 
before we parted, I entreated to know whether I might have 
the liberty of waiting on him again. When he had con- 
sidered my case, and I might have the happiness of finding 
him more at leisure. As to that, he said, he might generally 
be spoke with about 9 in the morning. I went to my Inn 
very melancholy, but sat down in the afternoon and on 
paper stated my misfortunes and unhappy circumstances, 
with my views in taking this fatiguing Journey, and the 
next morning sent it to Mr. Allin to consider until Monday 
when I proposed waiting on him again. 

Saturday, May 24, being the chief market day (Wednes- 
day is the other), I took a view of it — good part of the town 
I had seen yesterday evening. There seems to be a good 
supply of most kinds of Provisions and a vast concourse of 
People, Buyers as well as sellers. Meat in the Shambles 
(some at least) of each sort, very good and might well vie 
with the best in the Leadenhall Market ; Fish and Poultry, 
the market don't seem over well supplied with, tho' in the 
cool weather a fine sort of large Sea Pearch of about six 
pounds, called the Sheeps' Head, from its teeth resembling 
those of a sheep, are frequently brought from the Sea Coast, 
quite through the Province of New Jersey, not less than 
seventy miles, land carriage, and are sold for 18d. each. 

Butter is quite plenty and very good at about 8d. a pound ; 
vegetables plenty enough tho' not so many good or hand- 
some Gardens about Philadelphia as one might expect, and 
with all my enquiry I could not find a Plant deserving the 
name of Cauliflower. Nor did I ever see or hear of a good 
one either in Virginia or Maryland and the best in both of 
those places are raised in Autumn, even so late as Novem- 
ber. As there are such fine Rivers in Pennsylvania as well 
as in the other Provinces, their markets not abounding in 
Fish, I should attribute to their want of skill more than 
want of Fish, not but sometimes I have seen a good many 
Fish in the market. Sturgeon in the Spring I observed in 
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every River I have seen in America, and Ten or Twenty 
miles above Philadelphia on the Delaware, the curing of 
Sturgeon is become a Manufacture. The first Green Peas 
seen in this Market was this 24th of May, and they sold 
very dear. In Virginia, as before observed, I had them in 
plenty at Fraysers' Ferry on the 12th, and at Williamsburg 
I heard of their being at tables a fortnight, at the least, 
before that. Good milk at a Penny a Pint (or an English 
half-penny), as in London, is brought Morning and Even- 
ing to the People's doors and it generally stands all Day 
to be sold in the Market place. But to go on with my 
journal. 

Sunday, May 25, Mr. Osborne leaving word he would call 
on me at Eleven this morning, I staid at home till Three, 
then went to the Lutheran Church, a neat Brick Building 
where there is a good organ to which I heard them sing 
Psalms, agreeably enough, tho' I was a Stranger to the Lan- 
guage (High Dutch). Then I walked about Two miles out 
of Town in the " Proprietors' Garden," but viewed first that 
of the late Governor James Hamilton, Esq., a small half 
mile short of the other. Mr. Hamilton's was much the 
largest, but not disposed with judgment, nor that I could 
find, did it contain anything that was curious, unless what 
is by some gazed at and spoke of, may be esteemed so, a 
few very ordinary statues. A shady walk of high trees 
leading from the further end of the Garden, looked well 
enough ; but the Grass above knee high, thin and spoiling 
for the want of the Sythe, rendered it too troublesome to 
walk to the top. 

The proprietors' tho' much smaller, was laid out with 
more judgment, tho' it seemed to have been pretty much 
neglected. A pretty pleasure garden, the trees of which 
now hardly visible, a small wilderness, and other shades, 
shows that the contriver was not without judgment; but 
what to me surpassed everything of the kind I had seen in 
America was a pretty bricked Green House, out of which 
was disposed (now) very properly in the Pleasure Garden a 
good many Orange, Lemon, and Citron Trees in great per- 
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feetion loaded with abundance of Fruit and some of each 
sort seemingly then ripe. 

The House here is but small, built of Brick, with a small 
Kitchen, etc, justly contrived rather for a small than a 
numerous Family. It is pleasantly situated on an eminence 
with a gradual descent — over a small Valley — to a handsome 
level Road cut through a wood, affording an agreeable vista 
of near Two miles. On the left hand the slope, descending 
from the house, is a neat little Park, tho' I am told there 
are no Deer in it. In coming home I went into a Tavern, 
called the " Centre House," as being seated in the very 
midst of the original plan of the first intended City ; tho' 
at present this house is half a mile or more from the nearest 
building in the City. Here is a Bowling Green, and neat 
people seem to keep the House, but a strange Brute of a 
Landlord. 

In the morning early, I should have observed, I walked 
to the Platform, the very farther est part of the City on the 
south east, or down the River Delaware. The Platform by 
being uncovered appears much decayed and out of order. 
There are upwards of Fifty Guns lying about there, the 
carriages entirely ruined. The bores of some of the largest 
Guns are 7 or 8 inches in Diameter; but there is only 
Twenty-five Ports. The Channel seems there to lie on the 
further side the River, so that it is imagined a ship of any 
Burthen cannot come within a mile of the Fort. 

Monday, May the 26th. — I went again this morning to wait 
on Mr. Allin as I had intimated in my Letter I purposed to 
do, but he not coming to Town that Day, and the Servants 
behaving somewhat Cherrlishly answering me very shortly 
when I civily inquired when their Master was expected, that 
they did not know, and having asked one among several 
whom I saw come from Mr. Allin's Door whether he was 
then come to Town, he civily said the servants had informed 
him Mr. Allin would not be in Town that Day, but was ex- 
pected on Wednesday morning, from whence I concluded 
that was a secret I was not to be let into ; yet as I was 
determined on seeing him I took my Horse after dinner 
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and rode over to what is called his Country Seat, which I 
found about 8 or 9 miles distant on the top of a Hill at the 
further end of a village two miles in length, called German 
Town, from the number of German weavers and others 
settled there. The House was small, built of stone, as most 
of the Houses thereabouts there are ; stands close to a large 
much frequented Road, which often occasions the Dust to 
be very troublesome. The spot, doubtless from its elevated 
situation, must be as healthy as any thereabouts, but to me 
it appeared very naked, much exposed to the sun and to 
bleak winds. A small Portico, facing the South East is a 
good contrivance and to my thinking the very best about 
the house. 

My reception here was more gracious than I expected for 
he took me by the hand and invited me to seat myself in 
the Portico and asked me what I chose to drink. I pre- 
ferred Small Beer, being almost choked with the Dust raised 
by the wagons, etc., I met on the Road, and a large Tankard 
of very good was brought me, after which he quickly let me 
know that it was not in his power to do anything for me, 
but informed me of Mr. Osborne's being in Town, and 
recommended my return with him again to Williamsburg, 
saying it would be a fine opportunity. I desired to continue 
somewhat longer, hoping he would not be ofi'ended at my 
calling on him sometimes to inquire whether something 
might not intervene in my favor, to which he politely replied 
he should always be glad to see me. 

He afterwards walked me into his Garden, consisting of 
Edibles only, which seemed well manured and in as good 
order as a Garden upon a Hill could be. He pointed to a 
field of Clover adjoining the Garden, of, as I should guess, 
about eight acres, which He, and I too, considered as a fine 
improvement, tho' I should doubt its long continuance in 
the scorching heats and so high a situation ; he staid me to 
drink tea with his lady, a daughter of the late Governor, 
Mr. Hamilton, which I did not know till I unluckily in re- 
lating (at their asking) my observations of what I had seen, 
gave the preference to the " Proprietors' garden" which I 
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could perceive was not overpleasing, tho' they no otherwise 
manifested their dislike than after informing me of that cir- 
cumstance by saying that the generality of People, who 
were Judges, thought Mr. Hamilton's garden greatly superior 
to the Proprietaries'. 

After Tea I set out for Philadelphia, but perceiving my 
horse was ready bridled when called for and looked ex- 
tremely thin and faint, I stopped at an inn in German Town 
to feed him and came to Philadelphia before it was dark. 

Tuesday, the 27th, I spent chiefly in viewing the city and 
making some observations. 

Wednesday, May 28. — I attended Mr. Allin again this 
morning and was with him in his parlor about fifteen min- 
utes. He again inquired if I did not purpose returning with 
Mr. Osborne. I assured him I should not, tho' I observed 
it as my intention to write by him to Mr. Nelson, and begged 
to know whether I might give him any hopes of my appoint- 
ment. I waited on Mr. Allin again about 11, tho' to my ap- 
prehension my presence was far from being grateful to him. 
He inquired whether I had sent home my horse. I said No, 
and then a silence ensued till a person relieved him, who I 
presume might have business with him, so in compassion to 
his visible uneasiness, I moved to depart, at which he seemed 
pleased, walking with me to the door. I let him know at 
parting I would not trouble him again till the ensuing "Wed- 
nesday, to which as usual, with his wonted politeness and 
serenity, he replied he should always be glad to see me. 
These two last days in May were, I think, the coldest, for 
the season, that I ever felt in my life, the young shoots of 
the common bushes in the Fields being cut off. People say, 
too, it is the dryest time that they ever remember. 

June 1 and 2 I spent very melancholy, hearing nothing 
from Colonel Hunter, whom I was cautious of teazing, till 
on the 3d I was informed he that morning set out to Vir- 
ginia. So whether he had any talk with Mr. Allin concern- 
ing me I never knew. Thus c rcumstanced, in a kind of 
despair it entered my romantic head to Communicate my 
unhappy condition to Mr. Franklin, a gentleman in good 
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esteem here and well known to the Philosophical "World. I 
without reserve laid the whole of my affairs before him, re- 
questing his aid, if such a thing might be without incon- 
venience to Himself. This in writing I sent to him June 4, 
early in the morning. The same day I received a note by 
a servant under a wafer in these words : — 

" Mr. Franklin's compliments to Mr. Fisher and desires 
the favor of his Company to drink Tea at 5 o'clock this 
afternoon." 

I went at the time, and in my imagination met with a 
humane, kind reception. He expressed concern for my 
afflictions and promised to assist me into some business pro- 
vided it was in his power. In returning from Mr. Frank- 
lin's, a Silversmith in the neighborhood of Mr. Franklin 
seeing me come out of that Gentleman's House, spoke to 
me as I was passing his door and invited me to sit down. 
This man's name was Soumien. I had been several times 
in his company at my Inn and considered him as a very in- 
quisitive person, craving a knowledge of other People's 
affairs, though noways concerning himself. I accepted his 
offer of sitting at his door and he soon began to fish for my 
business with Mr. Franklin by asking whether I had any 
previous knowledge or acquaintance with him ; not obtain- 
ing as thorough information of all he wanted to know and 
knowing I wanted a private Lodging he made me an offer 
of his which I gladly accepted. We agreed at Twelve shil- 
lings a week and I came thither the same evening. The 
family consisted of himself, his Wife and a daughter of hers, 
a young woman about 13 years of age, a Negro man and 
two Negro wenches. I was very well pleased to observe 
that his Family seemed to be acquainted with Mr. Franklin's. 

June 5 — Thursday. — As I was coming down from my 
chamber this afternoon a Gentlewoman was sitting on one 
of the lowest stairs, which were but narrow, and there not 
being room enough to pass, she arose up and threw herself 
upon the floor and sat there. Mr. Soumien and his Wife 
greatly entreated her to arise and take a chair, but in vain ; 
she would keep her seat, and kept it, I think, the longer for 
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their entreaty. This Gentlewoman, whom, though I had 
seen before, I did not know, appeared to be Mrs. Franklin. 
She assumed the airs of extraordinary Freedom and great 
Humility, Lamented heavily the misfortunes of those who 
are unhappily infected with a too tender or benevolent dis- 
position, said she believed all the world claimed a privilege 
of troubling her Pappy (so she usually calls Mr. Franklin) 
with their calamities and distress, giving us a general his- 
tory of many such wretches and their impertinent applica- 
tions to him. Mr. Franklin's moral character is good, and 
he and Mrs. Franklin live irreproachably as man and wife. 

Sunday, June 8. — About half an hour after 9 this morning 
I went to the Quakers' meeting on Society Hill. It proved 
a silent one, except one old man in the gallery who spoke 
about two minutes. What he said was not very edifying, 
nor had he the approbation of the Friends themselves, some 
of them in my hearing esteeming him a babbler. I dined 
to-day with Mr. Franklin and went afterward to the Dutch 
Churches. The Lutheran Church has an organ and a good 
performer. The Calvinist Church had none. Appearance 
of great devotion at both. 

Thursday, the 11th. — This morning about 9 Mr. Franklin 
sent for me to copy a pretty long letter from General Brad- 
dock, acknowledging the care of the Pennsylvanians in 
sending provisions, etc., to the forces, Mr. Franklin in par- 
ticular, and complaining of the neglect of the Governments 
of Virginia and Maryland especially, in speaking of which 
two colonies, he says : They had promised everything and 
had performed nothing ; and of the Pennsylvanians, he said : 
They had promised nothing and had performed everything. 
That even the small supply he had received from the first 
two colonies were in general so decayed or damaged as to 
be of no use. And in a letter before this, of which I only 
saw a Copy, the General acknowledges he had been greatly 
imposed on in the character given him of the People of 
Pennsylvania, but that he would ere long take an oppor- 
tunity of doing ample justice to the Ministry at Home. 
"When I had finished several hasty Copies for which the post 
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then waited, he desired I would breakfast with him the next 
morning and he would then give me more work. 

June 13 and 14. — I was closely employed on several Copies 
of a Manuscript Treatise entitled, " Observations Concern- 
ing the Increase of Mankind, Peopling of Countrys, Etc." 

From June 16 to July 10 : employed generally in writing 
or sorting of Papers at the Printing Office. I should ob- 
serve that on St. John the Baptist Day (June 24) there was 
the Greatest Procession of Free Masons to the Church and 
their Lodge, in Second Street that was ever seen in America. 
No less than 160 being in the Procession in Gloves, Aprons, 
etc., attended by a band of Music. Mr. Allin, the Grand 
master, honoring them with his company, as did the Deputy 
Grand Master, Mr. Benjamin Franklin and his son, Mr. 
William Franklin, who walked as the next Chief Officer. 
A Sword-Bearer with a naked sword drawn headed the Pro- 
cession. They dined together elegantly, as it is said at their 
hall upon Turtle, etc. Perceiving that I had nothing ever 
to hope or expect from Mr. Allin, I rarely went near him, 
unless twice for a supply of money. Mr. Kelson, in case of 
need, having given me a Bill of Credit for Twelve Pistoles. 

Friday, July 18. — This afternoon about Three o'clock we 
were terribly alarmed by an express by way of Maryland 
from Colonel Innis, dated at "Will's Creek or Fort Cumber- 
land, July 11, giving an account that the Forces under Gen- 
eral Braddock were entirely defeated by the French on the 
ninth, on the River Monongahela, the General, Lieutenant 
John St. Clair and a number of the officers killed, and all 
our fine Artillery taken. The Consternation of this City 
upon the occasion is hardly to be expressed. The next day 
we secured other accounts, less terrible, but none very au- 
thentic or particular, and on the twentieth some Indian 
Traders from the upper parts of the county, though not from 
the camp, brought still more flattering accounts, and reports 
were various, till "Wednesday, July 23, when, about noon, 
arrived the following paragraph by the Lancaster Post, dated, 
Carlisle, 21st July, 1755 :— 

" It is now reduced to a certainty that our army under 
Vol. xvii. — 18 
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General Braddock, is defeated. The General and Lieutenant 
John St. Clair dangerously wounded, about a Thousand men 
lost with the Train of Artillery and Baggage. The re- 
maining part of the Army, under Colonel Dunbar, have 
destroyed all their baggage except two six-pounders and 
Provisions necessary for their Retreat to Will's Creek, where 
I expect they are by this time." 

This account was credited, and afterwards more particu- 
larly confirmed by Mr. Orme, aid-de-camp to the General. 
The Mob here upon this occasion were very unruly, assem- 
bling in great numbers, with an intention of demolishing 
the Mass House belonging to the Roman Catholics, wherein 
they were underhand excited and encouraged by some Peo- 
ple of Higher Rank. But the peaceable Quakers insisting 
that the Catholics as well as Christians of other denomina- 
tions were settled upon the faith of the Constitution, or 
"William Penn's Charter, and that the Government were 
bound to protect them so long at least, as they remained 
inoffensive and paid dutiful regard to the Establishment; 
the Magistrates met and with a good deal of difficulty 
prevailed with the Mob to desist. 

Having as yet made no settled agreement with Mr. 
Franklin, I was not certain that he had any real occasion 
for my services, having Several Days together nothing for 
me to do. I happened to have a very slender acquaintance 
with one Captain Coultas, who lived at the Upper Ferry on 
the River Schulkil, and who, it was generally believed, 
would be elected Sheriff of Philadelphia at the ensuing 
Election. A Person of Sense and Character and to my 
apprehension of no less generosity and good nature. To 
this Gentleman I wrote a few lines, importing that if the 
business he was entering upon required any such aid as it 
was in my power to administer, should be glad to serve him ; 
I apprehending the frequent auctions or sales which as 
Sheriff was necessarily concerned in might require such 
assistance. In a Day or two after this, meeting with Captain 
Coultas at the Indian King he called me aside, acknowledged 
the receipt of my letter, said that it would not have a decent 
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look to dispose of any part of an office which he was not 
then possessed of. Not, but he said, from the assurances of 
his Friends, he believed he could depend on it : But this he 
would assure me if it so happened, I might rely upon any 
act of friendship or kindness in his power to serve me. 

Extremely pleased with the humanely rational generosity 
of this sensible man, I immediately flew to my friend, Mr. 
Franklin, with the news, that he might participate in my 
satisfaction, but was somewhat surprised that he did not 
consider what I had done in the same view with myself. 
He allowed Captain Coultas was a very worthy man, and 
would sincerely perform everything I was encouraged to 
expect or hope for, but could not apprehend that anything 
he could do for me would be worthy my acceptance ; that 
he had himself thought of several ways of serving me, and 
has rejected them only because he esteemed them too mean. 
Particularly, he said, he could immediately put me into the 
academy, in the capacity of English School Master, a place 
of £60 a year, with some other advantages, but refrained 
mentioning it to me in hopes of having it soon in his power 
of doing better for me. I assured him with the utmost 
gratitude, the employ did not appear in so mean a light to 
me ; and the only reason I had for declining the favour, was 
the diffidence of my ability in doing justice to his recom- 
mendations, a thing which he said, he was not in the least 
apprehension of. However, presuming it gave him no 
offense, I craved his leave to decline the kind offer, and he 
declared himself very well satisfied. 

Having informed him that I should prefer serving him as a 
clerk provided he had any occasion for me, on Monday morn- 
ing, July 28, I received the following letter from him : — 

" Monday morning, July 28 — Sir : — Till our new building 
is finished, which I hope will be in two or three weeks, I 
have no room to accommodate a clerk. But it is my inten- 
tion to have one, though my business is so small that I can- 
not afford to give more than I have always given, Viz. : Diet 
at my own Table, with Lodging and "Washing and £25 per 
Annum. 
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" I could never think this worth offering to you but if you 
think fit to accept it, till something better shall fall in the 
way, you shall be very welcome to, &c. B. Franklin." 
" P. S. — It may commence from the time you first began to 
write for me, in which case I discharge your Board, etc., at 
Mr. Soumien's, or from the present time, and then I pay 
you for the writing done, or if you choose it, I will get you 
into the Charity School, as I mentioned before." 

Without the least hesitation I gave the preference to his 
service and he let me know that it should not hinder his 
endeavors of serving me further. Mr. Soumien had often 
informed me of great uneasiness and dissatisfaction in Mr. 
Franklin's family in a manner no way pleasing to me and 
which in truth I was unwilling to credit, but as Mrs. Frank- 
lin and I, of late, began to be Friendly and sociable, I dis- 
cerned too great grounds for Mr. Soumien's Reflections, 
arising solely from turbulence and jealousy and pride of her 
disposition. She suspecting Mr. Franklin for having too 
great an esteem for his son in prejudice of herself and 
daughter, a young woman of about 12 or 13 years of age, 
for whom it was visible Mr. Franklin had no less esteem 
than for his son. Young Mr. Franklin, I have often seen 
pass to and from his father's apartment upon Business (for 
he does not eat, drink or sleep in the House) without least 
compliment between Mr. Franklin and him or any sort of 
notice taken of each other, till one Bay as I was sitting with 
her in the passage when the young Gentleman came by she 
exclaimed to me (he not hearing) : — 

" Mr. Fisher, there goes the greatest Villian upon Earth." 

This greatly confounded and perplexed me, but did not 
hinder her from pursuing her Invectives in the foulest terms 
I ever heard from a Gentlewoman. "What to say or do I 
could not tell, till luckily a neighbor of her acquaintance 
coming in I made my escape. I ever after industriously 
avoided being alone with her and she appeared no less cun- 
ning in seeking opportunities of beginning the subject again 
in so much that I foresaw a very unpromising situation. 
The respect due this young man, which his father always 
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paid him and which I was determined he should receive 
from me, would not, I perceived clearly, be endured by a 
woman of her violent spirit, and I began to wish my engage- 
ment had been with Captain Coultas. 

In this situation I was when on August the 7th I received 
a most Kind Letter from Mr. Walthoe informing me that 
Mr. Mitchelson, the Person who rented his store, was 
become a Bankrupt and that if I thought his House would 
be of service to me, I should have the preference to any 
Person whatever, and that I might rest assured of any other 
friendly aid in his Power. My family too he assured me 
had now manifested an entire conformity to my will either 
to embrace this opportunity and trying how far our friends 
at. York would assist us or if I was better pleased with the 
prospect that Philadelphia afforded, they would remove 
thither upon the first notice. The uncertainty of my situa- 
tion, my apprehensions of Mrs. Franklin's turbulent temper 
together with reflecting upon what might be the Conse- 
quence of General Braddock's defeat brought me to a 
resolution of seeing my Family and Mr. Walthoe at "Wil- 
liamsburg before I came to any certain determination of a 
settlement ; yet I showed Mr. Franklin my letter and craved 
his opinion, who very readily came into mine, assuring me 
that he would wait a considerable space for the result of our 
conferences before he supplied himself with a clerk or the 
School with a Master. So I fixed upon Sunday the 10th for 
setting out on my journey to Williamsburg. 

Being not determined which road I should take (there 
being several) Mr. Franklin said if I went the Upper he 
would get me to take an order for a small matter of money 
on Mr. Mercer in Virginia with whom he had had no settle- 
ment for nine years, upon which I told him I did not regard 
a few miles of riding to serve him and he might depend 
upon my making Mr. Mercer's in my way. 

He gave me also Six Pistoles, asking if that was suflicient 
for the trouble he had given me. I told him it was. The 
Evening (Saturday) before I set out, I was with him till after 
11 o'clock, when he pressed me to accept Ten Guineas more, 
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which I refused and I said that in case of accident from my 
horse failing or any other misfortune I had a Gold Watch 
in my pocket which would give me some credit. It was 
near Twelve when we parted with mutual good wishes. 

Sunday, August 10, 1755, at five in the morning I left 
Philadelphia to return to Williamsburg. 



